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___________________________________________________________________

Welcome to the December Castle Fields newsletter.

Following the positive feedback to our last newsletter, we’re writing to keep you 
up to speed on our progress. 

Celebration and Challenge for Castle Fields
We’re making good progress with an excellent start to our fundraising campaign, to pay back the 
loan of £500,000 that enabled us to buy the fields. 

Within 100 days we’ve reached over 10% of our target – the total stands at £63,703

A huge thank you goes to everyone who has 
donated anything and helped us get this far. 

This achievement has been down to many very kind 
donors prompted by our recent neighbourhood 
meeting, market stall at the Artisan Market, media 
coverage and newsletter.

Robert Allnutt, a Castle Fields neighbour and one 
of our recent donors explained why he felt it was so 
important to support our campaign. 

Why do you want to support us? 

"Berkhamsted lacks a proper municipal park. Green 
spaces have been lost due to house building. So 
the opportunity to preserve Castle Fields in 
perpetuity is immensely important. We have been 
given a chance to ensure they are not going to be 
lost to development - ever. 

We are the current town custodians if you like and 
it’s up to all of us to do this for future generations as 
much as for ourselves."
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What would you say to others to engage their support? 

"Our town’s green spaces are always under threat from potential development and this is a 
fantastic and most unexpected opportunity to secure Castle Fields for all time which we simply 
cannot afford to miss.”

“To everyone living in Berkhamsted, I say please can you help in any way you can to raise 
the funds to pay back the loan which allowed the Castle Trust to buy the Fields."

Caroline and James Allnutt 
enjoying the fields 1990.

_________________________________________________
Fundraising Pack
To encourage donations, we’ve developed a pack of information to answer any questions around 
how the funds raised are managed, plans to achieve the target and what will happen if we don’t. If 
you, your family or neighbours would like to support us, we will happily share these details. 
Please contact James at james.moir@berkhamstedcastle.org.uk

____________________________________________________________________________

Neighbourhood Plan Consultation – have your say
With the issue of the latest Neighbourhood Plan Consultation and the Government announcement 
that "Housebuilding near well-connected train stations will receive a default “yes” in future if they 
meet certain rules, ensuring more homes are built", the repayment of this loan now takes on a 
need for urgency.  We cannot assume that the land would not be developed which is why it’s vital 
BCT raises the funds to secure them. We have until 7th of January 2026 to respond to the 
consultation so please take time to read it, comment and register your interest in securing our 
green space via this link: Neighbourhood Plan Survey

____________________________________________________
BCT at the Artisan Market
A big thank you to all that organised, manned and 
supported our stall at the Artisan Market on a very 
chilly November Sunday.

We were joined by our MP Victoria Collins who 
amongst others, dropped by and expressed her 
interest and support for the campaign. 

mailto:james.moir@berkhamstedcastle.org.uk
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd8_MA_twgh6eofedcIWlLYVD7HswjiO909yyBiTkaMyFKZOQ/viewform
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We will continue to raise awareness about the campaign at the next Artisan Market on Sunday 
14th December. If you would be interested in helping on the stall this month or next year, from 
March 2026 (when the market resumes) please contact Simon at simon.lewis6@btconnect.com.

____________________________________________________
Our campaign in the Press
We’ve had some excellent coverage this last month in Berkhamsted Living, Berkhamsted Town 
Council magazine, Berkhamsted Citizens Association newsletter and the Chiltern Society 
magazine thanks especially to Peter Morgan, with help from Laura Williams for the BTC article.

Successfully creating awareness and interest of the campaign has helped encourage donations 
which are vital to the overall aim of protecting this unique space.

If you know of anyone who would like to receive future updates about BCT’s Castle Fields 
fundraising activities and progress please send email addresses to Richard at 
richard.north@berkhamstedcastle.org.uk

________________________________________________________
S O S … Here’s how YOU can get involved now
Any contribution is welcome:
We’re looking for volunteers with MailChimp (or equivalent) expertise to help with email 
distribution, social media expertise or helpful hands to chat to visitors at our Market Stall and of 
course, financial donations of any size.

Spread the word – tell everyone you know that these green spaces need saving.

Offer support if you can, in any way. 
To share your ideas please contact James at james.moir@berkhamstedcastle.org.uk

Share whatever you can spare
To make a donation of any size please click here: https://www.berkhamstedcastle.org.uk/ or 
use the QR code below and help us get closer to our target.

https://www.berkhamstedcastle.org.uk/
mailto:james.moir@berkhamstedcastle.org.uk
mailto:richard.north@berkhamstedcastle.org.uk
mailto:simon.lewis6@btconnect.com
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________________________________________________
Stuck for last minute Christmas present ideas?
Give a Gift of Green this year – donate for your children, grandchildren, friends and relatives. 

Help ensure they can enjoy the fields when they visit. Please click here:

Correct QR code

Last month, we listed an incorrect QR code. 

If you tried it and had no luck connecting then please try again using this one 
or go directly to Donate to Save Castle Fields 

______________________________________________
Creativity in the Fields
Illustrating how important these fields are to our community, they've provided inspiration to our 
local artistes, photographers, illustrators and poets. Sue Hampton was so inspired to re-visit the 
fields and wrote this magical poem.

Tree on the hill by Sue Hampton 
 I walk where fences hemmed us in

on straight, stripped paths,

iron gated with threats.

Community – urban, green and swarming small –

reclaimed for wildness,

for walkers and dogs, 

for wanderers and wonderers,

sun followers and healing seekers,

this way of life. 

The tree is lost. 

From my kitchen window

it was a lone mast on the high seas,

a flag at the summit.

Up close, a green oasis among buttercups,

with a kestrel on lookout,

till fun-fire snatched a core 

for beer cans to plug

and storm to lay waste.

Now it’s an ark, stranded and jagged on Arafat,

https://www.berkhamstedcastle.org.uk/
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a broken spider, or pyramid nesting on 
air,

a straggle of debris, feebly homing.

I want to honour it, say sorry,

touch textured growth, decay and 
breath,

but wire keeps it out of reach

as if to say, enough.

It seems 

there are more ways than one

 to be human.
____________________________________________________
Dates for your 2026 diary

Market stall: Sunday 14th December
Come along and support our stall at the new Artisan Market on the High Street

Half Marathon and Fun Run  Sunday 1st March 2026
Castle Fields Flyers – five runners and counting 

Thank you so much to those who have signed up and who will be trying to raise individual 
sponsorship in aid of the campaign. 

Do you know of any runners who might be interested in taking part? We are hoping for a team of 
ten or more – please get in touch with Simon at simon.lewis6@btconnect.com if you do.

Duck Race on the Canal Saturday 18th April 2026

Fields Photo Competition June 2026 

More events and dates to be announced in the New Year. 

mailto:simon.lewis6@btconnect.com
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You have received this newsletter as you have shown interest in the Castle Fields. 
If you no longer wish to receive information from Berkhamsted Castle Trust you can unsubscribe 
at any time by clicking here.

mailto:richard.north@berkhamstedcastle.org.uk

