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1 Rowe, A. (2009) Medieval Parks of Hertfordshire. Hertfordshire 
Publications, University of Hertfordshire Press. 

Berkhamsted Castle Deer Park 
was a critical part of the historic 
landscape for nearly 400 years, 
and its distinctive layout is still 
preserved today in the line of 
field boundaries to the north of 
the town. Although intrinsically 
linked with the castle, the deer 
park was so much more than a 
playground for the rich, it was a 
carefully managed sustainable 
resource providing timber, meat, 
fuel, and revenue to the royal 
household. 

Study area and scope 

 The study area comprises a 522ha area (1,291 acres) to 

the north-west of Berkhamsted Castle (Figure 1.1). This 

includes the medieval park, which at its peak in the 15th 

century covered 401ha (991 acres), and an early 17th century 

extension referred to as the Coldharbour Enclosure, which 

emparked a further 121ha (300 acres). Combined, these two 

area represent a significant proportion of land, effectively 

‘privatising’ 23% of land in parish.1 

 This assessment focuses on the deer park. The history 

and form of the castle is only discussed within the context of 

the foundation, function, development and aesthetic of the 

deer park. A comprehensive study of the castle has already 

been provided in the Berkhamsted Castle Conservation 

Management Plan (CMP)2 which has been widely used to 

inform this study. Both documents should be referred to 

together in relation to any future proposals within the castle or 

park.  

2 Built Heritage Consultancy (2020) Berkhamsted Castle Conservation 
Management Plan. Volumes 1 and 2. Unpublished Report. 

-  
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 Elements outside the study area, in particular the town of 

Berkhamsted, Berkhamsted Common and Northchurch 

Common, have been included in discussions to place the park 

within its wider context. 

 This assessment is intended to provide a greater 

understanding of the significance of Berkhamsted deer park 

and highlight potential opportunities for future preservation 

and enhancement. A degree of fieldwork was undertaken but 

detailed survey was not within the scope of the feasibility and 

options appraisal. Further survey work is recommended as 

part of the next phase of the project. This could be undertaken 

by local volunteers under professional guidance. 

Designated heritage assets 

Scheduled monuments 

 There are three scheduled monuments (SM) within the 

study area: Berkhamsted Castle itself (National Heritage List 

Entry (NHLE): 1010756); the site of a Roman building just to 

the north (NHLE:1005258), and First World War training 

trenches south of the cricket club (NHLW: 1489045) (Figure 

1.2). 

 The castle covers a c.7ha area bound to the north by 

Brownlow Road, east by New Road, south by White Hill and 

west by Castle Hill. The designation applies to all above and 

below-ground archaeology and standing structures except the 

Lodge and concrete steps.3 The Lodge is given protection as 

a grade II listed building (NHLE: 1484001). 

 Outside the immediate study area there are seven SMs in 

a 1km radius (see below). 

Table 1.1 SMs within 1km of the study area 

NHLE Description 

1005236 Romano-British settlement and earthworks on 
Berkhamsted Common 

1005258 Sections of Grims Ditch 

1015247 

1015248 

2 Bronze Age bowl barrows 950m south-south-
west of Nettleden Lodge 

1020914 Berkhamsted Common Romano-British villa, 
dyke and temple 

1020981 Icehouse 320m south-west of Ashridge 
College 

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________________  

3 Rowe, A. (2009) Medieval Parks of Hertfordshire (p.67). 
Hertfordshire Publications, University of Hertfordshire Press. 

NHLE Description 

1021207 Hertfordshire Grim’s Ditch: 210m long section 
immediately north-west of Woodcock Hill 

 

 Scheduled Monuments are awarded statutory protection 

under the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act 

1979. This is the highest level of protection that can be placed 

on a heritage site and it is a criminal offence to demolish, 

destroy, damage, remove, repair, alter or add to a SM unless 

prior Scheduled Monument Consent (SMC) is obtained from 

the Secretary of State for the Department of Culture, Media 

and Sport (DCMS). 

 Further protection to the setting of a SM is afforded under 

the Levelling-up and Regeneration Act 2023, and National 

Planning Policy Framework (NPPF). Setting in this context is 

defined as ‘the surroundings in which a heritage asset is 

experienced’.4 It is not bound by curtilage, site boundaries or 

property ownership but relates to how the area surrounding a 

monument contributes to its significance. Elements 

contributing to the setting of the deer park include the castle, 

Berkhamsted town, and Berkhamsted and Northchurch 

common. This is discussed further in this assessment. 

 The deer park is itself also critical to the setting and 

significance of the scheduled castle. 

Listed buildings 

 There are seven listed buildings within the study area, 

these are set out in the table below. 

Table 1.2 Listed buildings within the study area 

NHLE Grade Description 

1078166 II* Ash, formerly part of Berkhamsted 
Place 

1484001 II Cottage and soup kitchen 

1174892 II Northchurch Farm 

1342151 II Pear Tree Cottage, The Keep 

355427 II Great Barn at Castle Hill Farm 

1078113 II The Mansion 

1390992 II Goreside 

4 Historic England (2017) The Setting of Heritage Assets – Historic 
Environment Good Practice Advice in Planning Note 3 (Second 
Edition). 
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 There are a number of listed buildings within 1km of the 

park boundary. None of these appear to have a direct 

relationship with the significance of the deer park and have 

been excluded from further discussion. However, more 

detailed analysis may be required as part of any future 

development proposals, depending on nature and scope. 

Conservation area 

 The castle site forms part of the Berkhamsted Town 

Centre Conservation Area (CA), although the main body of the 

park is excluded.5 Northchurch CA to the south, on the other 

side of the railway line, and Potten End is 2.5km north-east of 

the castle. All feature a number of listed buildings. 

 Statutory protection for listed buildings and conservation 

areas is principally provided by the Planning (Listed Buildings 

and Conservation Areas) Act 1990. Under sections 16 and 66 

of the Act the local planning authority is required to pay 

special regard to the desirability of preserving and enhancing 

a listed building, its setting, or any features of special 

architectural or historic interest that it possesses. Further 

protection is also afforded under NPPF. 

Registered Parks and Garden 

 Ashridge grade II* Registered Park and Garden (RPG) 

(NHLE: 1000330) is located c.1km north of study area, on the 

other side of Berkhamsted Common. The park runs north-west 

to south-east in parallel with the northern boundary of 

Berkhamsted Park. Both were founded in the late 13th century 

by the Earl of Cornwall and have a shared history. 

Berkhamsted deer park forms part of the setting and 

significance of Ashridge RPG and vice versa. 

 Special regard is given to preserving or enhancing the 

significance and setting of the grade II* RPG under the 

Levelling-up and Regeneration Act 2023. 

Non-designated heritage assets 

 Berkhamsted Park is not an RPG. The medieval deer 

park (not including the Coldharbour Enclosure) is recognized 

as a local registered garden by Hertfordshire County Council. 

While this does not offer statutory protection it does mean the 

heritage interest of the park should be considered in 

determining any future planning application. 

 A non-designated heritage asset can be a building, place, 

area or landscape which does not meet the criteria for 

designation but is identified as having a degree of significance 

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________________  

5 Dacorum Borough Council (2010) Berkhamsted Conservation Area 
Character Appraisal & Management Proposals. Unpublished 
document. 

meriting consideration in planning decisions because of its 

heritage interest. 

 There are a large number of non-designated heritage 

assets within the study area recorded on the National Trust 

Sites and Monument Record (NTSMR) or Hertfordshire 

Historic Environment Records (HHER) (Figure1.3). Both 

datasets have been reviewed and used to inform this 

assessment. Where a specific reference is made to a non-

designated heritage asset in the text the HHER or NTSMR 

number will be cited in brackets. Further detailed scoping and 

analysis could be required at a later stage to inform future 

proposals, depending on the nature of the works. 

Information sources 

 A detailed documentary review was not within the scope 

of this assessment which is mainly based on secondary 

sources and readily available cartographic information. A list 

of sources is included at the end of the document. 

 Data sources include: 

 Historic Ordnance Survey (OS) maps; 

 Estate surveys provided by the client; 

 Tithe map data; 

 Historic photographs; and 

 Department of the Environment LiDAR coverage. 

Site survey 

 A rapid site walk-over survey was undertaken to assess 

the nature and potential survival of any physical remains 

associated with the park. However, this did not constitute a 

detailed archaeological survey which should be considered at 

a later stage. The value of such work has been amply 

demonstrated by the National Trust at Ashridge over the past 

20 years which has provided an important record of the estate 

and advanced a much greater understanding of changing 

landuse over time. A survey of Berkhamsted Park would be 

ideally suited to volunteers, given suitable training and 

professional guidance. 

Nomenclature 

 Throughout this document, and the feasibility study as a 

whole, the spelling Berhamsted is used rather than the later 

19th century Berkhamstead. 
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6 British Geological Survey (undated) BGS Geology Viewer [Accessed 
06/03/24] 

Introduction 

 The following section provides an overview of the 

archaeological and historic development of the study area 

suitable to inform an understanding of significance. It is split 

into two sections. The first ‘sets the scene’ exploring the 

nature of the landscape before the creation of the castle and 

park. The second covers the development of the castle and 

the deer park from 1066 to the present day. 

 At the end of each section are a series of key themes that 

could be explored as part of any future proposal and/or a 

funding bid. 

Site location, geology and soils, landsuse 

 The geology and topography of the local area has played 

an important role in the development of Berkhamsted over 

time, influencing landuse, settlement distribution and 

ultimately the siting of the castle and deer park. 

 Both castle and former park are located on the north side 

of the River Bulbourne, on the south-facing dip slope of the 

Chiltern Chalk Ridge. The solid geology is divided east to 

west. The lower ground to the southeast comprises the 

Holywell Nodular Chalk Formation and New Pit Chalk 

Formation; a succession of chalk with subsidiary calcareous 

mudstone and flint.6 A band of this extends north-west along a 

dry coombe that marks the northern boundary of the deer park 

and physically separates it from Berkhamsted Common 

(Figure 2.1). 

 The higher ground on the west side of the park comprises 

the younger rocks of the Lewes Nodular Chalk Formation and 

Seaford Chalk Formation.7 These are bisected north-west to 

south-east by the dry coombe, forming the distinctive 

topography of the park. 

 On the south side of the park, Castle Hill rises to a height 

of 161m, dropping to c.150m at the dry coombe before rising 

again to a height of c.180m at the northern end of Coldharbour 

Enclosure. Overall, the land slopes gradually down south-east, 

along the Chiltern dip slope, reaching a height of 106m within 

the castle bailey on the valley bottom. 

7 Ibid 

-  

Chapter 2   
Archaeological and Historic 
Context 
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Figure 2.1 Geology of the site 

 

 The superficial deposits of the area comprises an orange-

brown and red-brown sandy clay with abundant flint nodules. 

The covering of clay is up to 3m thick in places, and the acidity 

of the soil generally made the area unsuitable for arable 

production before the widespread introduction of chemical 

fertilisers and deep ploughing in the 20th century. Deer parks 

were often founded on marginal land as a way of productively 

using land unfit for farming, and this was probably the case at 

Berkhamsted. By contrast, there are also examples of parks 

established on prime farmland as a flagrant display of an 

owner’s wealth.8 

 The soils of the Chilterns make it ideally suited to 

cultivation of woodland, a factor which continues to define the 

landscape character of the area today. Emparkment would 

have protected valuable timber resources from damage and 

enabled stricter controls over coppice management. This was 

in addition to providing venison for the table and serving as a 

symbol of wealth and status. 

 Other key natural resources of the land were chalk, clay 

and iron. Within the park, chalk was extracted where exposed 

along the edges of the coombe and burnt in limekilns to create 

quicklime to spread on fields as a fertiliser, the lime naturally 

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________________  

8 Rowe, A. (2009) Medieval Parks of Hertfordshire. Hertfordshire 
Publications, University of Hertfordshire Press. 

slaking in the rain and reducing the acidity of the soil. Lime 

was also used in production of lime mortar for building, not 

least in construction of the castle. Brick earth deposits in the 

area have been exploited since the Roman period in brick and 

tile production. There were several brickworks in the vicinity in 

the 18th and 19th century, although none recorded within the 

bounds of the park. The closest was located at the aptly 

named Brick Kiln Cottage on Berkhamsted Common, just 

north of the park boundary. Iron ore was also an important 

commodity and gave rise to an important trade in iron in the 

Late Iron Age and Roman periods. 

 Today, Berkhamsted Deer Park is primarily mixed arable 

and pasture agricultural land, interspersed with pockets of 

woodland. There is recreational use on the south side focused 

around the castle, cricket club and bowls club. Housing 

development is concentrated on the south and east sides of 

the former park. 

Part 1: Before the castle and park 

Paleolithic (700,000 to 9,500 BC) 

 Environmental samples taken from a long-buried 

prehistoric river-channel at Pitstone Quarry, c.7km north of the 

castle, provide an insight into what the Berkhamsted 

landscape was like 700,000 years ago during the last Ice Age. 

This period was characterized by a succession of climate 

extremes, from frozen tundra-like conditions when the ice 

sheet advanced to warm interglacial periods and back again. 

 The samples taken from the Pitstone Quarry dated two 

separate interglacial periods and contained a rich palaeo-

ecological assemblage including pollen, molluscs, beetles, 

ostracods and faunal remains. In the earliest deposits were 

traces of mammoth, brown bear, wolf and lion, and later, 

hippopotamus, rhinoceros and giant deer, suggesting a 

temperate woodland climate as the last of the ice sheets 

retreated. Dominant tree species at the time included birch 

and pine, oak, alder, maple and hornbeam.9 

 During the cold periods the ice cap advanced up to the 

Chiltern scarp, then during the interglacials the ice-melt carved 

deep river valleys like the Bulbourne, and smaller tributary 

valleys in-between. The flow of water from the frozen chalk 

also cut dry coombes into the scarp slope, like that along the 

park boundary.10 

 While the first anatomically modern humans appeared in 

Britain c.40,000 years ago, archaeological evidence of them is 

very rare. There is no evidence of human activity from the 

9 A. P. Wainwright, G. Marshall and G. Salkeld (2010) Archaeological 
Survey of the Ashridge Estate (Buckinghamshire, Hertfordshire And 
Bedfordshire). Volume 1: Land Use History (p.24). 
10 Ibid 

Dry coombe 

Castle Hill 

Coldharbour 

Enclosure 

Castle 
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immediate vicinity of the study area, although flint flakes and 

tools have been found in the Chilterns.11 

Mesolithic (9,500 to 4,000 BC) 

 The last glacier retreated c.9500 BC and the open tundra 

that had previously characterised the landscape was gradually 

replaced by light birch and pine woodland. As the climate 

continued to improve, oak, elm, lime, and other species were 

established.12 

 Evidence of continuous human occupation in the 

Chilterns dates to this period. Mesolithic peoples were semi-

nomadic hunter-gatherers who followed migrating herds of red 

and roe deer, elk, wild cattle and boar across the landscape. 

Archaeological evidence in the region remains scattered and 

fragmentary and is focused along river valleys and the upland 

escarpment which provided navigable routes through the 

heavily forested landscape. Within the vicinity of Berkhamsted, 

a Mesolithic axe head was found in Thunderbell Wood, c.4km 

north west of the castle (NT SMR 152897). 

Neolithic (4,000 to 2,000 BC) 

 Cultivation of cereal crop and domestication of livestock 

began in Britain c.2,900-2,600 BC and heralded the gradual 

transition from a Mesolithic hunter-gatherer existence to an 

more settled agricultural-based society. This was a very slow 

process with large-scale woodland clearance for cultivation 

not occurring till the Early Bronze Age. 

  Lime, oak, elm and hazel were dominant species, with 

alder on the flood plain. Domestic settlement initially focused 

on the high ground of the escarpment, in close proximity to the 

Icknield way, an ancient routeway. The well-drained soil on 

the ridge top would have been easier to till and clear of trees. 

 A Neolithic flint scraper, likely used to prepare animal 

skins, was found on Berkhamsted Common c.0.5m from the 

park boundary (Herts. HER 230), and scatters were recorded 

to the south of Berkhamsted during works on the bypass.13 

Themes to explore 

 How geology and climate has shaped the landscape 

and formed the ‘bones’ of the park. 

 Impact of extreme changes in climate on the natural 

environment. How certain trees, plants and animals 

adapt better to change. 

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________________  

11 Op cit (p.25). 
12 Op cit (p.26). 

 How will changes in climate impact global societies 

in the future e.g. rise in spread of malaria. 

Bronze Age (2, 000 to 700 BC) 

 Settlement remained focused on the escarpment during 

the Early Bronze Age with the gradual clearance of woodland 

on the hillslopes. Paleo-environmental evidence indicates this 

accelerated in the Late Bronze Age and Iron Age with wide-

scale deforestation of the lower hillslopes and valley bottom. 

 Features associated with land division are characteristic 

of this period including earthwork farmstead enclosures and 

early field systems, hillforts and territorial boundaries. 

 Grim’s Ditch (NHLE:1021205-7), a substantial linear 

bank-and-ditch earthwork is considered to date to this period. 

It runs in a relatively straight line along the south side of the 

River Bulbourne, extending c.18km across Hertfordshire and 

Buckinghamshire. 

 A continuation of Grim’s Ditch on the north side of the 

river adjoins the study area, c.1km north-north-east of the 

castle (NHLE: 100528). This is a later Iron Age cross-dyke, 

linked to the early boundary. The curve of the cross dyke 

suggests the trajectory of the ditch ran through the park and 

castle towards the river. However, no evidence of the feature 

has so far been recorded in any of the castle excavations. 

 The only evidence from the within the boundary of the 

site is a Bronze Age brooch and silver pin found within the 

confines of the castle, although this had been modified for 

later use. 

 Other Bronze Age sites in the vicinity include the 

impressive hillfort at Ivinghoe Beacon (NHLE 1009544) to the 

north, and several barrow cemeteries dotted along the 

escarpment. One of these is located c.1km east of the study 

area at Frithsden (NHLE 1015247-48). Such monuments 

would have been highly visible in the landscape and likely 

played a role in demarcating localised territories or settled 

areas. 

Themes to explore 

 Deforestation in the Bronze Age was the first man-

made event to have an extensive, and arguably 

catastrophic, impact on the natural environment. 

13 NPS archaeology (2013) Archaeological Desk-Based Assessment 
of Land at Gossoms End, Berkhamsted, Hertfordshire. Unpublished 
report No. 2013-1334. 
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Iron Age (700 BC to 43 AD) 

 By the Iron Age, the loose collection of tribal groups that 

had occupied the Chilterns had coalesced into a single highly 

organized kingdom known as the Catuvellauni. The ready 

availability of timber, water and iron ore in the area made 

Berkhamsted an important regional iron-production centre, 

with goods being transported by river and overland along the 

Icknield Way. 

 Further boundary features and territorial divisions divided 

the landscape including extensions of Grim’s Ditch on the 

north side of the river; one crossing along the chalk 

escarpment from Aldbury Nowers to Ivinghoe Beacon, and 

another running along the base of Berkhamsted Hill to the 

south of the study area (as discussed above). The county 

boundary between Buckinghamshire and Hertfordshire may 

have originated during this period, demarcating tribal 

territories. 

Romano-British (43 AD to 410 AD) 

 The Catuvellauni were one of the tribes who accepted 

Roman rule soon after the 43 AD invasion and prospered as a 

result, supplying iron, grain, meat and timber to the army and 

surrounding urban centres. 

 Akeman Street, the Roman Road connecting Verulamium 

(St. Albans) with Corinium (Cirencester), ran to the south of 

the study area. This followed the course of the modern High 

Street through Berkhamsted and then ran northwest along the 

southern bank of the river. Evidence of Roman activity has 

been found throughout the town, and coins recovered from 

within the castle grounds. 

 Grain was an important commodity for use by the army 

and export. The established road network and river meant 

Berkhamsted was ideally placed to capitalize on the increased 

demand for agricultural production. Archaeological and paleo-

environment evidence from the area indicates that much of the 

landscape was cultivated as arable by the 2nd century AD, 

even across the high ground. 

 Several small farmsteads and villas, were dotted across 

the landscape, associated with a network of coaxial field 

systems. These were square or rectangular linear plots set out 

along a central spinal route.14 Extensive evidence of arable 

cultivation has been found across the surrounding landscape. 

Just outside the northern boundary of the study area, a 

Romano-British farmstead (NHLE: 1005236) is recorded on 

Berkhamsted Common, c.4km north-west of the castle. 

Associated with this, a coaxial field system has been recorded 

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________________  

14 Historic England (2018) Field Systems: Introductions to Heritage 
Assets. Historic England Publications. 

by the National Trust archaeologist running across the 

Coldharbour Enclosure on a broadly north to south orientation. 

The field system almost certainly continues south across the 

main body of the park but was outside the National Trust 

survey area. 

 At the southern end of the study area, a Roman building 

(possibly a villa) is recorded at Castle Hill, c.500m north of the 

castle (NHLE: 1005253). This was excavated in the 1970s.15 

Another villa is located on Berkhamsted Common, c.1.5km 

north of the castle and 500m outside the boundary of the 

study area. This is a complex site, comprising a villa, temple 

and linear earthwork. 

 All the evidence suggests that the study area was 

intensively settled and farmed from the 2nd to the 4th century 

AD, and there is high potential for the survival of 

archaeological features and deposits across the former park. 

Themes to explore 

 How different the upland must have looked with 

expanses of arable fields across the upland areas 

that are now pasture and woodland. At the same 

time there are parallels with the agricultural fields 

that dominant the former park today, although the 

Roman coaxial fields were different in shape. 

 Roman villas were at the centre of a productive 

landscape, operating a mixed agricultural economy 

focused on arable, pastural and timber production—

much like the later castle. 

Early Medieval (Anglo-Saxon) (410 to 1066) 

 Roman commitment to Britain declined throughout the 4th 

century. This culminated in the formal withdrawal of the army 

in 410 AD, leaving local residents to fend for themselves. In 

the years that followed, urban sites and villas across the 

Chilterns were abandoned or drastically reduced in size, and 

the demand for agricultural production declined. Labour-

intensive and high-risk cultivation on the heavy soils on the 

uplands were abandoned in favour of the more productive 

soils of the valleys, and great tracts of former agricultural land 

reverted to pasture. In response to demand stock numbers 

also decreased, seeing a reduction in grazing, and self-

seeded woodland began to encroach along field boundaries 

and gradually spread across the landscape. By the 11th 

century much of the study area would have been a mosaic of 

heath, wood-pasture and denser woodland, with cultivation 

around settlements on the valley bottom. 

15 Neal, D. S. (1977) Northchurch, Boxmoor, and Hemel Hempstead 
Station: the excavation of three Roman buildings in the Bulbourne 
Valley. Hertfordshire Archaeol 4, 1-136. 
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 Many of the local villages and hamlets in the area have 

Anglo-Saxon placenames eg. Berkhamsted, Ashridge, 

Aldbury, Ivinghoe and Gaddersden, indicating the area was 

well-settled by the 11th century. The name ‘Beorhðanstædæ’ 

derives from the Old English meaning enclosed settlement 

(hamstede) amongst the hills or birches, both of which would 

aptly describe the surrounding landscape. The name first 

appears in the late 10th century in the will of Ælfgilfu (d.970), 

wife of King Eadwig, which suggests the area could have 

formed part of a royal vill.16 Notably it is cited as an ‘ancient 

borough’ (burbicum) in the Domesday Book— part of the 

Hundred of Tring. While this infers Berkhamsted was an 

established administrative centre of some importance this 

does not necessarily equate to it being a royal borough.17 

  The place is recorded as held by the Saxon earl Edmer 

Tor before 1066. His name suggests the earl was of Anglo-

Danish origin, as were many of the elite at this time. He is 

accounted a ‘thegn of the house of Wessex’, which again 

might suggest a royal estate.18 

 The nature and location of early medieval settlement is 

not known. There is some evidence to indicate it was focused 

to the west of the existing town, within the vicinity of 

Northchurch, where Anglo-Saxon building material has been 

found in the south and west walls of St Mary’s church.19 Within 

the study area, the grade II* building known as Ash (NHLE: 

1078166) at Castle Hill is described in the listing as having an 

Anglo-Saxon ‘core’ and to be the building where ‘William I 

received the submission of the Saxon thegns’.20 There is no 

evidence to support either of these statements. If there was an 

early medieval hall at Berkhamsted the castle is a much more 

likely location. 

 The Domesday book provides an indication of what the 

landscape around Berkhamsted was like in the late 11th 

century. The town was surrounded by enough arable land to 

accommodate 26 plough teams (8 oxen and a plough each) 

and produced enough grain to sustain two mills. There was 

also ‘pannage’ for 1,000 pigs. Pannage refers to pigs foraging 

in woodland for acorns and birch nuts. This is a large number 

of pigs within the context of other villages in the area (although 

numbers are in general high across the Chilterns) and is a 

measure of the extent of woodland coverage at this time, 

which was considerable. Meadow land is also mentioned. 

Overall, the Domesday evidence indicates Berkhamsted was 

a moderately large settlement, with a well-established arable 

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________________  

16 An Anglo Saxon royal vill was a royal estate, administrative centre, 
and royal residence in Anglo-Saxon England. Similar to a medieval 
manor, although the two are not exactly the same. 
17 Rolfe, D. (2004) Domesday Boroughs – a Red Herring? Cambridge 
Antiquarian Society, 8 March, 2004 [Accessed 03/04/24] 
18 Open Domesday – Berkhamsted [Accessed 03/04/24] 

field system, a mixed agrarian economy and generous amount 

of woodland. 

 The value of the estate was recorded as 24 pounds in 

1066, which had decreased to 20 pounds in 1086.21 

Themes to explore 

 The resilience of nature. How the landscape 

reverted to a mix of wood pasture and woodland at 

the end of the Romano-British period. Implications 

for re-wilding. 

 Contrast of how the landscape must have looked at 

the peak of cultivation to how it looked as a 

medieval park and how it looks now. 

 Further evidence of Anglo-Saxon Berkhamsted. 

Part 2: Development of the castle and deer 
park 

Phase 1: Foundation of Berkhamsted Castle (1066-1227) 

Timeline 

Date Event 

1066-70 Battle of Hastings. Saxon earls surrender to 
William at Berkhamsted. Works starts on 
construction of the castle soon after. 

1087-
1154 

Period of unrest. Rebellion against William II. 
Degree of calm restored under Henry I (1100-
1135) followed by civil war (The Anarchy) 
(1135-1154). 

1155-70 Thomas Becket, Chancellor to Henry II, 
granted the castle and manor. Rebuilds the 
castle in stone and adds the curtain wall. 
Thomas is ordained Archbishop of Canterbury 
in 1162 which brings him into conflict with the 
king. Accused of embezzlement and stripped 
of rank and estates in 1164, including 
Berkhamsted. His murder in 1170 sends shock 
waves around Europe, established the cult of 
Becket. 

1216 First Barons War (1215-17). The French king, 
Louis VIII, lays siege to the castle for two 

19 Dacorum Berkhamsted Conservation Area Character Statement 
(p.8) 
20 Historic England (undated) ASH, BERKHAMSTED PLACE – NHLE 
listing description [Accessed 03/04/24] 
21 Open Domesday – Berkhamsted [Accessed 03/04/24] 
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Date Event 

weeks before eventually withdrawing. Castle 
returned to the crown. 

Castle 

 The Anglo Saxon Chronicles cite Berkhamsted as the 

place the English earls surrendered to William after defeat at 

the Battle of Hastings. Assuming the account is not 

apocryphal, the choice of Berkhamsted for this would indicate 

the place had a degree of political and/or strategic 

significance, and further supports the notion of an earlier 

Anglo-Saxon royal vill. 

 Following the Conquest, William granted the manor of 

Berkhamsted to his half-brother, Robert of Mortain (1031-

1095). Robert had benefited significantly from the invasion, 

becoming one of the largest landowners in the country. Work 

soon after began on constructing a timber motte and bailey, 

the remains of which stand at the northern end of the castle 

site. This feature remains one of the most significant and 

visually arresting elements of the castle complex. 

Figure 2.2 Robert of Mortain 

 
Bayeux Tapestry: Robert sits to the right fof his brother William. Image 
in the public domain. 

 The choice of location for the castle is interesting. It 

stands on a relatively flat area of land at the bottom of the 

valley, overlooked by higher ground. Robert’s flagrant 

dismissal of the strategic disadvantage of this location may 

have been a statement of the strength and confidence of 

Norman rule. The castle was also likely positioned to 

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________________  

22 Rowe, A. (2009) Medieval Parks of Hertfordshire. Hertfordshire 
Publications, University of Hertfordshire Press. 

emphasize the dominance of the new regime over the native 

populous. This further suggests a pre-existing Saxon 

settlement somewhere in the immediate vicinity, possibly even 

an earlier royal hall. No evidence of early medieval occupation 

has been found on the castle site during archaeological 

investigations. 

 Strategically, the castle was also positioned to control the 

approach to London 30 miles away, overseeing trade and 

travel through the valley by river and road. Proximity to a good 

water source, compared to the scarcity of water on the upland, 

would have also been a logistical advantage, and critical to 

survival during a siege. 

Figure 2.3 Berkhamsted Castle motte 

A timber keep would have originally stood on the top of the motte, 
later replaced in stone. 

Park 

 There is currently no documentary or physical evidence 

to suggest the existence of a deer park at Berkhamsted before 

the mid-13th century. Deer enclosures and hunting forests did 

exist in Britain before the Norman Conquest, and there are 37 

parks (parcus or hay) recorded in the Domesday Book.22 

 The Norman royal family loved hunting. William I created 

the New Forest in Hampshire in 1079 specifically for this 

purpose, and two of his sons were killed in hunting accidents. 

The later Plantagenet king, Henry II and Thomas Becket were 

renowned hunting companions before their ill-fated rift, and 

more than likely hunted native red deer par force in woodland 

around Ashridge and Berkhamsted before formal creation of 

the park. 

 Par force, or par force de chien is the classic form of 

hunting on horseback that typifies the medieval hunt (see 

report cover). It involved a chase on horseback over long 
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distances with the deer flushed out and trailed by dogs. 

However, the majority of deer parks were actually too small for 

this type of pursuit which was largely the reserve of royal 

forest. Royal forest and chases covered almost a quarter of 

England by the end of the 13th century, and while there is no 

direct royal charter applying to Ashridge or Berkhamsted, 

hunting almost certainly took place. 

 The early period of the castle’s history is marked by 

conflict, culminating in the two-week siege in 1216 during the 

First Baron’s War. The impact of the siege and the various 

periods of conflict on the surrounding landscape is unknown, 

and it is possible that parts of the manor were ‘laid waste’ to 

prevent productive landuse. Even if this was not the case, the 

infrastructure needed to successfully manage and maintain a 

deer park was probably not in place. The end of the 2nd 

Baron’s War in 1267 was followed by a period of relative 

peace in southern England. This period of stability heralded 

the start of a period of improvement and expansion at the 

castle that marked a move from fortress to palace. It was in 

this environment that the deer park was founded. 

Themes to explore 

 Castle in its landscape. What are the factors 

influencing the location of the Norman Castle? 

 Hunting at Berkhamsted before foundation of the 

park. Perhaps looking at the relationship with other 

parks and royal forest in the surrounding area. 

Phase II: Foundation of the Park (1272-1337) 

Timeline 

Date Event 

1227-
1272 

Richard, Earl of Cornwall (1209-1272) is 
granted the castle. 

1272-
1300 

Edmund (1249-1300), inherits the earldom and 
estate from his father. 

1300-08 Castle passes to Edward I (1239-1307). 
Occupied by Edward’s queen, Margaret of 
France (1279-1318). 

1308-
1317 

Edward II (1284-1327) becomes king. Piers 
Gaveston (1284-1312) is made Earl of 
Cornwall and granted the manor and castle. 
On his exile in 1310 the castle is returned to 
Margaret who holds it till her death. 

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________________  

23 Berkhamsted Castle (undated) Biography: Richard, Earl of Cornwall 
[Accessed 06/03/24] 

Date Event 

1317 Held by Queen Isabella (1295-135). 

1321-27 The Despenser War – a rebellion against 
Edward II. Edward deposed and killed in 1327. 

1327-37 Edward III holds the castle (1312-1377) and 
then his brother John of Eltham (1316-1336). 

Castle 

 Richard was the younger brother of Henry III and made 

1st Earl of Cornwall in 1227. Revenue from the Cornish estates 

made Richard one of the wealthiest men in England. He was 

granted the castle and manor of Berkhamsted in 1231 and 

promptly set about renovating and enhancing the property, 

repairing extensive damage caused by the 1216 siege and 

turning the fortress into palatial accommodation worthy of his 

status. 

 In 1257, Richard was elected ‘King of the Romans’, a title 

used by the German king following election by the prince-

electors. This made him a king in his own right (crowned by 

the Archbishop of Cologne at Aachen) and aspirant to the 

crown of the Holy Roman Empire. However, despite gaining 

support in the Rhineland, Richard failed to secure the backing 

of three of the seven prince-electors and was ultimately 

unable to assert his position as ruler. Nevertheless, he 

continued to assert his claim and retained the title of king until 

his death. 

 Richard actually spent very little time in Germany and 

when not on military or diplomatic travels retired to Wallingford 

Castle near Oxford, but Berkhamsted was the administrative 

centre and political focus of the earldom.23 His only surviving 

son, Edmund, was born at the castle in 1249, and the Earl 

himself died there in April 1272. 

 Edmund inherited the manor and castle on his father’s 

death. He had previously held the manor of Ashridge, just to 

the north of Berkhamsted, where he had built a hall, chapel, 

garden and small deer park. On inheriting the earldom and 

associated revenue, Edmund turned his attentions to 

continuing the improvements started by his father at 

Berkhamsted. He is attributed with founding the deer park 

c.1280 as part of these works. Ashridge and associated park 

were afterwards granted to the College of Bonhommes in 

1283 for foundation of a monastery. 
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Park 

 The earliest reference to the park is in an undated 

account believed to have been compiled c.1280, which 

mentions both Ashridge and Berkhamsted parks. The 

Berkhamsted entry details costs for the park which amounted 

to 33s 11d. This included 28s 11d for the erection of 11.5 

furlongs (c.2,300m) of ‘old fence’. The term ‘old fence’ is 

rather odd in this context and might suggest the park was in 

existence sometime prior to this. Alternatively, it could relate to 

the reuse of timber stakes from elsewhere on the estate, or 

the incorporation of existing hedged boundaries. A park gate 

‘facing Ashridge’ was also constructed at the cost of 16d: this 

was probably Dearne Gate, shown on later plans of the park 

(Figure 2.8).24 

 Edmund has been attributed with the creation of the park 

based on the c.1280 date, but it could equally have been 

conceived by his father as part of improvements to the castle. 

As such, there was likely a degree of symbolism in the 

location and design of the park as a further demonstration of 

the status and prestige of the Earls of Cornwall and Richard’s 

position as King of the Germans, and claimant to the Holy 

Roman Empire. 

Medieval designed landscape 

 Most medieval deer parks are set at a distance from the 

main residence.25 Unlike later 18th century landscape parks 

which were intended to enhance the aesthetic qualities of an 

elite residence, medieval parks were generally perceived as a 

functional recreational and productive space. However, both 

Ashridge and Berkhamsted parks are an exception in that they 

are located in close proximity to the main residence which 

suggests they were intended to be experienced and enjoyed 

within the context of the building. Rowe writes that 

Berkhamsted must have been ‘one of the country’s most 

beautiful and spectacular medieval parks, set on the rolling 

Chiltern hills to the north of Berkhamsted with extensive views 

over the Bulbourne valley to the south’.26 

 Evidence that Richard, and by extension Edmund, had 

an interest in landscape symbolism comes from Tintagel 

Castle, built on rugged cliffs on the Cornish Coast. On 

becoming Earl of Cornwall, Richard exchanged three 

productive manors for this isolated rocky headland where he 

built a small castle connected to the mainland only by a 

precipitous drawbridge. Its location made Tintagel Castle next 

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________________  

24 Rowe, A. (2009) Medieval Parks of Hertfordshire (p.62). 
Hertfordshire Publications, University of Hertfordshire Press. 
25 Ibid 
26 Ibid 
27 English Heritage (undated) Richard of Cornwall, King Arthur and 
Tintagel Castle 
28 Johnson, M. (2002) Behind the Castle Gate, From Medieval to 
Renaissance. Routledge. 

to useless as either a residence or military position. Instead, 

the appeal of Tintagel was its dramatic location and literary 

associations with Arthurian legend. References to Arthur 

appeared in the work of the 12th century monk, Geoffrey of 

Monmouth and several other later texts of the period. 

Associations with the legendary Celtic king lent legitimacy to 

Richard’s claim over the ancient kingdom of Cornwall.27 

 A well-traveled, cultured and literary man, Richard would 

have known the Arthurian legends and possibly drew 

analogies between Berkhamsted castle, with its double moats, 

and the sacred island of Avalon, first mentioned in Geoffrey’s 

Historia regum Britanniae c.1136. The moats themselves may 

also date to this period and been created as a landscape 

rather than a defensive feature. There is evidence elsewhere 

in the country of such a medieval designed landscape. 

Thomas, the 2nd Earl of Lancaster explicitly used the 

landscape in the design of his castle at Dunstanburgh, to give 

his new creation a sense of ancient lineage and identity 

(Figure 2.4). This was to rival the prestige and patrimony of 

the royal castle of Bamburgh just up the coast.28 

Figure 2.4 Medieval designed landscape 

Dunstanburgh stands on a headland overlooking the North Sea. 
Natural meres were enhanced on the land-ward side by Thomas, 2nd 
Earl of Lancaster in the early 14th century to create island castle. Had 
Richard, 1st Earl of Cornwall set a precedent with landscaping at 
Berkhamsted some 40 years earlier? Image © P. Middleton. 

 Even if this were not the case, the evidence seems to 

suggest that Berkhamsted Park was conceived with the castle 

in mind, and as such forms part of a designed medieval 

landscape. This does not detract from the role of the deer park 

as fundamentally an economic unit of the countryside,29 

providing venison and game for the royal table and revenue 

from the sale of timber.

Middleton, P. (2009) Historic Environment Survey for the National 
Trust, Dunstanburgh and Embleton Bay. Unpublished Archaeo-
Environment Ltd Report: 0058/4-09. 
Radiker, L. J. (1995) The Politics of Arthurian Legend in the 
Plantagenet Empire: A Study of Literary and Historical Sources from 
the Time of Henry II to Edward I. 
29 Rowe, A. (2009) Medieval Parks of Hertfordshire (p.3). Hertfordshire 
Publications, University of Hertfordshire Press. 
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What is a deer park? 
Medieval deer parks like Berkhamsted were too small for the classical par force hunt on horseback with hounds and mainly 
functioned as venison farm, raising meat for the royal table. Venison was a food reserved only for the elite. It was not a 
saleable commodity but solely the prerogative of royalty and the upper echelons of the aristocracy. There are frequent 
references to haunches of venison or live deer being gifted by the king to courtiers or the clergy. Those caught poaching from 
royal parks suffered severe punishment, often including the summary removal of a hand on the spot, although execution for 
the crime was abolished in 1217. 

Location and form 

By the end of the 13th century there were 30-35 deer parks in Hertfordshire. Over the following two centuries this figure went 
both up and down, with 23 functioning deer parks still in existence by end of the 16th century.30 Parks were multifunctional 
places that varied in form individually and across time. Most were enclosed from marginal land unsuitable for agriculture. This 
was the case at Berkhamsted where the acid clay and flint soils of the dip slope made cultivation difficult before the wide-
scale introduction of chemical fertilisers in the 19th century. The land had formed part of Berkhamsted Common, which was 
originally much larger than it is today, extending south to join with what is now Northchurch Common. Common land was an 
important resource for the people of Berkhamsted who held enshrined commoners’ rights to graze cattle and sheep, collect 
furze and fern for bedding and fuel, take wood and brush for hedge repairs (heybote), keep pigs (pannage) and dig clay and 
gravel. Emparkment cut off access to these critical resources, effectively ‘privatising’ c.23% of the parish.31 

A typical park landscape was a mosaic of woodland and pasture carefully managed to create optimal conditions for deer to 
thrive. Mature woodland with grassy glades provided food, shade and protection, interspersed with more open pasture for 
grazing. These areas were known as ‘launds’ from which we get the modern word lawn. An estate map of Berkhamsted, 
produced by Norden in 1612 (Figure 2.8), shows the ratio of woodland and pasture and provides a good indication of what 
the medieval park may have looked like. The landscape was attractive as well as functional, with exhilarating rides across 
pasture and woodland and extensive views from the higher ground, most notably to the east at Hunt’s Hill. 

Figure 2.5 View from Hunt Hill 

 

Hunt Hill provides impressive views out over the deer park. The name suggests a vantage point for spotting deer but in reality probably 
comes from John Hunt, who owned the site in the late 14th century. 

Parks were surrounded by a substantial boundary bank and ditch, often topped with a wooden fence or wall. This was the 
park pale. In 1300, there is a reference in the Berkhamsted archive to timber being cut and gathered in the park for fencing. 
Maintaining the park pale was a constant battle of attrition and considerable amounts would be spent each year on their 
maintenance. In 1353, £20 was spent on new fencing using capital raised from the sale of beech trees in the park.32 A 
section of surviving park pale can still be seen on the northeast side of the study area, adjacent to what was Frithsden Gate. 
Each park featured at least one gate, these were generally made of wood reinforced with iron and with metal spikes on top. 
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30 Rowe, A. (2009) Medieval Parks of Hertfordshire (p.7). Hertfordshire Publications, University of Hertfordshire Press. 
31 Ibid 
32 Rowe, A. (2009) Medieval Parks of Hertfordshire (p.29). Hertfordshire Publications, University of Hertfordshire Press. 
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The 1612 plan shows four gates at Berkhamsted: Frithsden Gate, Dearn Gate, Dart Gate and Wood Gate. The most 
significant of these was probably Dearne Gate which was associated with the primary route from the castle to Ashridge, via 
Prince’s Hatch. 

Woodland management 

Woodland was a carefully managed resource and critical to the park economy. Coppice woodland provided fodder for the 
deer, brushwood for fences and hurdles, and fuel for the castle fires, while timber was used in construction and sold to raise 
revenue. Woodland at Berkhamsted would have comprised a mix of coppice and standards. Coppicing involved the cutting of 
stems of young trees or shrubs close to the ground, causing them to resprout and to re-establish the canopy. This produced 
slender stems used for a range of purposes. The characteristic multi-stem coppice tree is referred to as a coppice stool. 
Pollarding was another form of coppicing common in deer parks, where the branches of a tree were cut above animal height 
to prevent damage. Standards were trees grown for timber and not coppiced. Mixing coppice and standards encouraged 
good vegetation cover, providing an environment for younger saplings to thrive. Medieval parkers, who were responsible for 
maintaining a deer park, were well-versed in the sustainable management of woodland, felling and replanting on a rotational 
basis to ensure a good supply of mature trees. 

Figure 2.6 Woodland management 

 

Coppice stool at Castle Hill. 

 

Diagram of a pollard tree cycle. Image in the public domain. 

The sale of timber and firewood brought in revenue essential to maintain the park. Documentary sources refer to beech, oak, 
ash and blackthorn being grown in Hertfordshire parks. Hornbeam was introduced later in the 15th century because of its 
resistance to damage by deer. However, accounts probably only record species of economic value and there were almost 
certainly other native varieties like birch, rowan, elder and crabapple. The Berkhamsted accounts suggest that beech was the 
dominant species in the park in the 14th century and in much demand, with a single tree worth the equivalent of £600 in 
today’s money. Even after disemparkment, timber remained a crucial and carefully managed resource until the sale and 
break-up of the estate in the early 20th century. 

Deer management 

Fallow deer were the primary breed raised in early deer parks. These were introduced into the country by the Normans soon 
after the Conquest because they adapted well to living in enclosures and were easier to manage than the native red and roe 
deer. By the 16th century red deer were also brought into parks. These were twice the size of fallow deer and hence limited to 
the largest and wealthiest parks. 

Deer were managed on an annual cycle. Rutting took place in the autumn, and fauning in June, during which time access to 
the park was limited. Bucks were hunted or culled in August when they were at their prime in advance of rutting. This state 
was referred to as ‘in grease’, as this was when they were at their fattest. In 1347 the Black Prince ordered a ‘buck in grease’ 
to be sent to the abbot of St Alban’s as a gift.33 Does were hunted over winter, between late November and February once 
fauning was over. Within the park environment deer would be hunted using the ‘bow and stable’ technique, whereby the 
animal would be flushed out by dogs and driven to a particular spot to be shot by bowmen. Whole herds could be culled in 
this fashion to manage stock levels and protect the woodland. Hunting on horseback was really only limited to the larger 
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33 Rowe, A. (2009) Medieval Parks of Hertfordshire (p.63). Hertfordshire Publications, University of Hertfordshire Press. 
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parks, and there may have been chase hunting at Berkhamsted, particularly in the 15th and 16th century when wild red deer 
were scarcer. 

Deer would graze on grass in the summer, often alongside cattle and horses. Options for winter feed included browsewood, 
leafy hay and hay. Hay was the most expensive costing 26s 8d at Berkhamsted in 1354. A cheaper option was browsewood, 
where cut coppice branches were laid on the ground for deer to eat the green leaves and shoots. The tougher branches were 
then used for hedging. Leafy hay was similar, whereby coppice in leaf was cut and stored in barns for later use as winter 
feed. The careful management of coppice woodland was therefore critical to the success of the park, providing fodder and 
material for dead hedge fencing. Some parks, were compartmentalized, operating a rotation system to keep deer out of 
newly cut or planted areas to protect new growth and ensure higher timber yields. There is no evidence of compartments on 
the early 17th century Berkhamsted estate map, although this does not rule out earlier periods of use. To the north, the North 
Park at Ashridge was compartmentalized by 1700. 

Figure 2.7 Medieval hunting 

 

Fallow deer. Image owned by LUC. 

 

Illustration from ‘The Book of the Hunt’ a treatise on medieval 
hunting, showing deer in woodland. Paris-BNF (Ms Fr 616, fol 65). 

In addition to deer, rabbit warrens were a common feature of medieval parks. In 1302, William de Hockfield, the parker at 
Berkhamsted, was granted ‘custody of the wood at Berchapstede and the park and warren’.34 The wording of this phrase 
suggests there was a physical warren, rather than the right to ‘free warren’, which was permission to hunt any game on royal 
land except deer. Intensive breeding of rabbits in artificially created warrens, known as pillow mounds, was a practice 
introduced to England by the Normans. The animals were valued both for their meat and fur. In 1358, Prince Edward was 
advised that the rabbit warren and ‘delles’ in the park should be enclosed with a hedge. 

In addition to the sale of timber, revenue was also raised by selling leases to graze stock in the park – a practice termed 
agistment. This must have been particularly galling to the late 13th century tenancy who had had their common rights to the 
land rescinded. Charges were also levied to graze pigs each year on fallen acorns and beechnuts in the park woodland – a 
practice known as pannage. The revenue from pannage was dependent on the health of the beech trees producing a good 
crop of beechnuts. The frequency of references to pannage in documentary records is testimony to the large number of 
beech trees in the area. 

Another interesting byproduct of the park was leaf litter and dung. The right to collect this from the park was granted by 
Prince Edward to Robert de Kynebelle in 1353, to be used for the manuring and improvements of demesne lands. This is 
another illustration of how nothing was wasted in the management of the countryside in the past. 

Management of the park was the responsibility of the parker or keeper. This was a prestigious job in the late 13th century 
when the park was first established. William de Hockfield, who was parker in 1296/7 was paid 60s 10d a year,35 which is 
roughly equivalent to £2,700 in today’s money.36 The parker also had the right to collect windblown wood for sale; a very 
lucrative addition to his salary. After the great storm of 1362 windblown wood from Berkhamsted was sold for 100s 
(c.£4,500). The practice was suspended by the king soon after this. Parkers were often old soldiers or retainers who were 
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34 Ibid (p.62) 
35 Ibid (p.62) 
36 Bank of England (undated) Inflation Calculator [Accessed on various dates] 
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given the position as a reward for their service. Other retained staff included bowmen who dispatched the deer for the table, 
and a ferreter to provide rabbits from the warren. 

By the 16th century, the model of management within the park had changed. Rather than being directly employed by the 
Duchy, the park keeper leased grazing rights from the estate for an annual fee. 

Outgoings of the park included the upkeep of boundaries and fences, wages of staff, the upkeep of buildings and cost of 
additional fodder in winter. Expenditure largely outweighed income, which was another reason why they were the privilege of 
the elite. Such conspicuous consumption of wealth was a status symbol, equivalent to today’s superyacht or private jet. 
Nevertheless, the medieval park also stands as a model of sustainable landscape management, providing a diverse range of 
habitat. This was largely lost when the area was disemparked and made over to agriculture in the late 17th century. 

 

Themes to explore 

 Surviving evidence of the deer park – community survey. 

 Engaging in the story of the deer park as sustainable landscape. Especially looking at the roles of those involved in its 

management. 

 Reintroduction of venison farming in a managed way. 

 Selective tree-planting to remake or reimagine the medieval coppice and standard. 

 How are medieval management regimes reflected in modern practices? What can be reintroduced? 
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Phase 3: Expansion of the park (1337-1534) 

Timeline 

Date Event 

1330-
1371 

Edward of Woodstock, the Black Prince born at 
the castle (1330-1376). In 1337 he is granted 
both manor and castle as part of the newly 
created Duchy of Cornwall – a hereditary title 
passed down thereafter to the heir to the 
throne. 

1346 Edward takes archers from Berkhamsted with 
him to fight at Crecy. 

1371 On Edward’s death the castle passes to his 
son, Richard (1367-1400). He becomes 
Richard II on the death of Edward III (1327-
1377) Period of political upheaval. Richard 
deposed in 1399. Property passes to Prince 
Henry – later Henry V (1386-1422). He grants 
custody of the castle, park and warren to 
Robert Corbet on a 40 year lease. 

c.1461-
1495 

King Edward IV (1442-1483) grants the castle 
to his mother, Cecily, Duchess of York. She 
occupies the site till her death in 1495. Castle 
largely abandoned after. 

1495 On the death of Cecily the manor passes to 
Elizabeth of York, wife of Henry VII (1457-
1509). The deer park still functioning at this 
time and providing venison to the household. 

1534 Grazing rights to the park leased to John 
Verney, the park keeper. 

Castle 

 A survey carried out in 1327 found the castle to be in 

poor condition after two decades of war and political unrest. 

The barbican was reported as being in a state of collapse, the 

timber bridges weak and there were numerous defects to the 

walls. No mention is made of the park in this document, but a 

later 1337 survey refers to ‘waste in the woods’ indicating it 

was equally in a poor state.37 There are also frequent 

references to poachers breaking into the park and stealing 

deer and other game. 

 In 1340, the Black Prince undertook a major phase of 

renovation and improvement to both the castle and park and it 

again became one of the chief royal residences in the country. 

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________________  

37 CMP (2020) (p.20) 
38 Rowe, A. (2009) Medieval Parks of Hertfordshire (p.64). 
Hertfordshire Publications, University of Hertfordshire Press. 
39 Ibid (p.28) 

The prince spent a great deal of time there between 1348 and 

1354, including several Christmases.38 

The Park 

Parkers 

 c.1330-53 – Robert le Parker; 

 1353-? – Richard Raven; 

 Date unknown – Thomas Troghford; 

 1380-? – Roger Bigge; and 

 1424-? – John Atkyn. 

 There is considerable documentary evidence relating to 

this period of the park’s history. An account dated 1377/8 

refers to the prince enclosing of an additional 74ha (180acres) 

of parkland at ‘Castlefield’ some time previous. Later maps 

show Castle Field on the west side of the castle, bringing the 

park up to the castle precinct. A further 26ha (64 acres) was 

added to create a new laund, bringing the total expansion to 

100ha (244 acres). 

 In 1353, the prince ordered the sale of beech trees 

outside the park to fund erection of a new park pale. The rail 

and stanchions of the new fence were to be constructed of 

oak. That this needed to be sourced outside the royal estate 

suggests there were not suitably mature oak trees available. 

Other parts of the pale were constructed of beech cut within 

the park.39 The total cost of the work was £20, equivalent to 

c.£17,750 today.40 

 In 1381, Richard II extended the park by a further 24ha 

(60 acres), taking in land and crofts at ‘Huntsland’, which 

belonged to John Hunt. This was almost certainly Hunt’s Hill, 

on the east side of the study area. Richard also ordered 100 

beech trees to be cut, ‘within the king’s park at Berkhamsted 

and the wood outside’. This may have been to restore the park 

pale. Maintenance of the pale at this time was the 

responsibility of two men: John Chaundeler and Henry 

Phyppes. John managed the section south from Dearne Gate 

to the castle pond, and north from Dearne Gate to ‘North 

Gate’, while Henry kept the section from the ‘Lodge Gate’ to 

‘Le Park Corner’’.41 

 By 1469, when Cecily, Duchess of York was resident at 

the castle, the park was no longer under direct royal 

management but leased out for grazing to Sir John Pilkington 

for £12 a year (c.£11,200). He also leased rights to the warren 

and pannage in the woodland. The king kept jurisdiction over 

the woodland and deer. In 1502, a buck is recorded as being 

sent to Queen Elizabeth, wife of Henry VII at Windsor. 

40 Bank of England (undated) Inflation Calculator [Accessed on 
various dates] 
41 Op cit (p.65) 
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Figure 2.9 Extract from Saxton’s county map of 1577 

Image in the public domain. 

 John Verney was keeper of the park from c.1530, holding 

grazing rights at a fee of £12 a year. He sublet the park and 

warren to tenants. After the dissolution of the monastery in 

1539, Henry VIII converted Ashridge into a royal palace for his 

children. The Tudors were renowned for enjoying hunting, and 

with the deer park at Ashridge not re-established until the 17th 

century, Berkhamsted was almost certainly still used, even 

though the castle was abandoned. The park is shown on 

Saxton’s 1577 county map, with the castle depicted on its 

southern boundary (Figure 2.9). 

Phase 4: Construction of Berkhamsted Place, further 

expansion and final decline of the park (1580-1660) 

Timeline 

Date Event 

1580 Elizabeth I (1533-1603) leases the park to Sir 
Edward Carey for the nominal rent of one red 
rose per year. He builds Berkhamsted Place 
for himself and his wife, Katherine Paget. 

1604 Thomas Egerton purchases Ashridge. He 
established a new park there over the following 
50 years. 

1610 King James I grants the manor, park and 
castle to his son, Henry Prince of Wales. Henry 
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42 Rowe, A. (2009) Medieval Parks of Hertfordshire (p.78). 
Hertfordshire Publications, University of Hertfordshire Press. 

Date Event 

purchases Berkhamsted Place from Henry 
Carey for £4,000. After Henry’s untimely death 
later that year it passes to his brother Charles 
(1600-1649), later Charles I. 

1619 Coldharbour Enclosure – Park reaches its 
maximum size at 522ha. 

1628 Park reduced to just 152ha around 
Berkhamsted Place: the Inner Park. This is 
leased to Jane Murray for 31 years. 

1648-51 House sequestered after the Civil War and 
occupied by the parliamentarian, Colonel 
Daniel Axtell. House. Castle, and par sold in 
1651 to Henry Murray.42 

Castle 

Figure 2.10 Detail from Norden’s 1612 survey showing 

Berkhamsted Castle 

NRO Ref. MR 1/603. Image provided by client. 

 The castle was abandoned as a royal residence c.1500 

and by the early 17th century was a ruin. Norden’s survey of 

‘the Honor of Berkhamsted’, prepared in 1612 map is the 

earliest surviving detailed map of the estate (Figure 2.10). 43 

The castle ruins are described in the map key. The motte (F) 

43 Map of Berkhamsted honor by John Norden, esq. National Record 
Office MR 1/603. 
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is referred to in the key as the place ‘whereon hath stood a 

tower’, which suggests little remained of the keep by this 

period, although large parts of the walls, bridges and gates 

were standing (A, C). The two moat ditches (B, D) were also 

still evident and depicted as water-logged. Two buildings 

occupy the bailey (E): a stables and brewhouse on the west 

side, in the location of the present caretaker’s lodge, and a 

small cottage on the north-east side. 

Figure 2.11 Detail from Norden’s 1612 plan showing 

Berkhamsted Castle 

NRO Ref. MR 1/603. Image provided by client. 

Berkhamsted Place 

 Berkhamsted Place was constructed by Sir Edward 

Carey on the hill to the west of the castle – an area now 

known as Castle Hill. Built c.1580, the two-storey E-plan 

Elizabethan mansion was constructed with stone quarried 

from the abandoned castle. The first documented reference to 

the building comes a 1607 survey, where it was described as 

a newly built ‘fayre mansion’ and ‘parke’.44 The property is 

later shown on Norden’s 1612 plan as surrounded by a 

boundary structure with two semi-circular bastions on the 

southern side (Figure 2.11). This type fortified enclosure is 

unusual for the period and may have been an attempt by 

Carey to position Berkhamsted Place as the successor to the 

castle. Another interpretation is that the surrounding structure 

as a ‘standing’, a feature typical of Tudor deer parks, used to 

spot and shoot deer. However, most standings were semi-

permanent buildings built of wood, whereas the Berkhamsted 

Place enclosure appears much more robust and has two or 

three adjoining or projecting buildings. The fortified enclosure 

is not shown on any later maps and there is no surviving 

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________________  

44 Sir John Dodderidge (1607) A survey of the Honor and Manor of 
Berkhamsted. Printed from an original parchment roll in possession of 
Earl Brownlow. 

evidence above ground. Nevertheless, the feature seem too 

distinct to be explained away simply as a whim of the 

cartographer. 

The Park 

 Norden’s plan is also the first to show the layout of the 

park in detail (Figure 2.13). The park is characterized by 

seven parcels of woodland, set in a roughly circular layout and 

separated by sub-linear launds. The total area covered by the 

park at this time (including the castle) was c.333ha (824 

acres), of which c.120ha was woodland. It was described as 

’very ill fenced’ with hedges or impaled with beech.45 

Figure 2.12 Detail from Norden’s 1612 plan showing 

Berkhamsted Castle 

NRO Ref. MR 1/603. Image provided by client. 

 A keepers lodge is shown to the north of Berkhamsted 

Place (Figure 2.12). This appears on the plan as a substantial 

building with a central range flanked by smaller ranges on 

each side. The date of the lodge construction is unknown. It 

was probably built after the decline of the castle to house the 

park keeper, and therefore may have pre-dated Berkhamsted 

Place by a decade or so. 

 Hunt’s Hill was already under cultivation by this stage, 

divided into five arable fields. East of these, outside the park 

pale, the 1612 plan shows a series of smallholdings running 

along Gravel Lane. These are detailed in the earlier 1607 

survey as belonging to Robert Axtell, John Dagnoll, and 

Thomas and John Howe. The group includes the first 

Berkhamsted School building, established in 1541. Additional 

cottages and associated plot also encroached along the 

southern border of the park.46 

  

45 Rowe, A. (2009) Medieval Parks of Hertfordshire (p.66). 
Hertfordshire Publications, University of Hertfordshire Press. 
46 Op Cit (p.36-40) 
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 In 1616, Prince Charles is recorded as killing a buck 

while hunting at Berkhamsted Park, indicating it was still 

operational. In February 1619, Charles obtained permission 

from the parishioners of Northchurch and Berkhamsted to 

enclose 121ha (300acres) of Berkhamsted Common bounding 

the northern border of the park – this area is now termed the 

Coldharbour Enclosure. A fence made from locally felled trees 

was erected around the extension but torn down by local 

people protesting against loss of commoners’ rights. 

 The fences were re-erected to enclose the new section of 

park. This brought the total area of the park to 522ha (1,290 

acres). It did not stay at this size for long. In 1628, most of the 

medieval park was disemparked by the then King Charles I 

and leased out as agricultural land. This raised a much-

needed revenue of £46 0s 6d per year (approximately 

£5,622). The park was reduced to just 152ha (376 acres) 

surrounding Berkhamsted Place and the Lodge. This Inner 

Park included the large areas of woodland shown on the 1612 

plan. 

 Berkhamsted Inner Park continued to operate as a royal 

park for ‘the preservation and keeping of deer and other wild 

beasts’.47 It was leased, along with Berkhamsted Place, to 

Jane Murray, the widow of the king’s former tutor Thomas 

Murray. Under condition of the lease, the trees of the park had 

to be maintained in good condition and Murray was obliged to 

plant four trees each year, either oak, elm or ash.48 The stock 

grazing the park was also limited so as not to threaten the 

King’s deer or game. 

 Jane also leased land around the Inner Park with 

permission to fell the woods and trees and bring the land into 

cultivation. 

 After the Civil War, a survey by the parliamentary 

commissioners in 1650 recorded 556 ‘great beech trees’ at 

Berkhamsted Park as well as 1,354 smaller trees. A survey 

later the same year recorded 1,600 beech trees and 18 fallow 

deer. The park lodge was recorded as being in a decayed 

state. The estate was sold to Jane’s son Henry in 1651. 

 

 

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________________  

47 Rowe, A. (2019) Tudor & Early Stuart Parks of Hertfordshire (p.76). 
Hertfordshire Publications, University of Hertfordshire Press. 

18th and 19th century: End of the park and conversion to 

farmland 

Timeline 

Date Event 

1660 After the restoration the manor, castle, park 
and house are returned to the Duchy of 
Cornwall. Berkhamsted Place is leased to the 
Earl of Portland. House severely damaged by 
fire. 

1661? John Sayer, chief cook to Charles II, leases 
Berkhamsted Place. Work starts on rebuilding 
after the fire. 

1740s Sir Frances Egerton, 3rd Duke of Bridgewater 
commissions Capability Brown to landscape 
Ashridge Park. 

1716-18 Berkhamsted Place sold to the William Atwell. 
Sold again in 1718 to John Roper. 

1740s Sir Frances Egerton, 3rd Duke of Bridgewater 
commissions Capability Brown to landscape 
Ashridge Park. 

1761 The Duke of Bridgewater leases Berkhamsted 
Manor from the Duchy of Cornwall. 

1798 The Grand Union Canal opens. 

Castle 

 An engraving by William Stukeley, published in 1724 

(Figure 2.14) shows an orchard in the castle bailey. There is 

also a small building shown in the trees. This is the grade II 

listed custodian’s cottage (NHLE:1484001) which may include 

elements from the earlier stables and brewhouse in the same 

location. Land to the north and east of the castle was under 

cultivation by the early 18th century. 

 A later plan of the estate, dated 1783 (Figure 2.15), 

shows a formal arrangement planting in the bailey, with five 

sub-rectangular plots separated by paths. This is either the 

orchard shown on the 1724 or perhaps a market garden, set 

up to capitalize on the increasing demand from London for 

fresh produce. Three buildings (in red) are drawn at the 

southern end of the bailey. The northernmost of these is the 

cottage shown on the 1612 plan and 1724 engraving. 

 

48 Ibid (p.78) 
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Figure 2.14 A Prospect of Berkhamsted by William Stukeley, c.1724 

 
From Itinerarium Curiosum, or an account of the Antiquities in Great Britain (1724), London. Image provided by the client. 

St. Peter’s church

cottage 

castle mound 

Berkhamsted Place 

tree-lined avenues 
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Figure 2.15 Detail from 1783 estate map showing the 

castle 

Image provided by client. (HALS AH2786). 

Berkhamsted Place 

 Berkhamsted Place was badly damaged by fire in 1660 

while under lease to the Earl of Portland. The fire appears to 

have destroyed much of the original structure. The property 

was rebuilt by John Sayer, who lived there until his death in 

1662. 

 The 1783 estate map is the first to show the layout of 

Berkhamsted Place in detail (Figures 2.16-17). On the south 

side of the complex is the rebuilt house, with enclosed garden 

in front. To the north is shown a group of buildings clustered 

around a courtyard. The grade II listed Pear Cottage (NHLE: 

1342151) and the Keep are part of this group. Both were once 

part of the farmhouse to Berkhamsted Place, before 

Newhouse Farm was built c.1863, when they were converted 

to gardener’s cottages.49 An additional building (labelled No.44 

on the map) is located to the north of the main complex. This 

is the grade II* listed Great Barn (NHLE: 1078167). 

 Berkhamsted Place mansion was surrounded by 

orchards, lawns and formal gardens. What appears to be a 

walled garden is located immediately to the west, set with in a 

cruciform pattern with four cabinets. Two tree-lined avenues 

lead west from the house to link with a road running to the 

east of Berkhamsted Place and around the edge of the old 

park to Dearne gate. This road is a formalization and 

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________________  

49 James Moir, pers.comm. 

realignment of part of the earlier route shown on the 1612 

plan. The southernmost avenue runs on a diagonal alignment 

to connect with the castle. Both are shown on Stukeley’s 1724 

engraving. 

Figure 2.16 Detail from 1783 estate map showing 

Berkhamsted Place 

 
Image provided by client. (HALS AH 2786) 

 The line of both formal avenues is still preserved today in 

the arrangement of roads on Castle Hill Estate. Similarly, the 

layout of Berkhamsted Place is also preserved, although the 

building itself has been lost. The keeper’s lodge shown on the 

1612 plan was no longer standing by 1783. 

Figure 2.17 Detail from 1783 plan showing Berkhamsted 

Place and surrounding gardens and formal avenues 

Image provided by client (HALS AH2786). 
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The Park 

 The much-reduced Inner Park was probably finally 

disemparked soon after the Restoration. The park pale was 

likely not maintained during the Interregnum and deer may 

have escaped into the surrounding countryside. Notably, 

Berkhamsted Park is not shown on John Seller’s county map 

of 1676, although the new Ashridge Park, established by John 

Egerton in the early 16th century, is depicted (Figure 2.19). 

 If Berkhamsted Park woodland survived, which is by no 

means certain, they were probably felled in the late 17th 

century to provide timber to the Royal Navy for shipbuilding. 

Trees across numerous royal parks and properties were being 

felled at this time for the same purpose, often to the 

consternation of their aristocratic tenants. However, so 

important were trees to the protection of the nation that an Act 

of Parliament was passed in 1698 making it illegal to pollard 

oak and beech in the New Forest to ensure a crop of straight 

trunks for shipbuilding.50 

 The 1783 plan shows the entirety of the park had been 

turned over to agricultural land by the late 18th century (Figure 

2.18). The pattern and shape of the fields on the map provide 

evidence of the sequence of disemparkment. The earliest is 

the Coldharbour Enclosure which was disemparked by 

Charles I very soon after its creation in 1619. The fields in this 

location area are distinctly linear in shape compared with 

those elsewhere. The darker green blocks of land shown 

across this area are tree nurseries. The Earl of Bridgewater 

leased the Manor by this period and was almost certainly 

growing trees to replenish the estate woodland. 

 The distinctive shape of the 16th century Inner Park can 

still be clearly distinguished on the 18th century map. The 

fields around this, in what was the larger medieval park, were 

a patchwork of mainly sub-rectangular fields associated with 

the second phase of disemparkment in 1628. Finally, the fields 

within the Inner Park are much larger in character. This 

reflects single ownership as well as improvements to 

agricultural practice in the 18th century which allowed larger 

areas to be cultivated. 

 Six farmsteads were in existence by the late 18th century 

and are depicted on the 1783 map: 

 Berkhamsted Place (later Newhouse Farm); 

 Northchurch Farm; 

 Hill Farm; 

 Little Coldharbour Farm to the north; 

 Great Coldharbour Farm; and 

 Berkhamsted Common Farm to the north-east. 

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________________  

50 Real New Forest Guide (undated) New Forest Shipbuilding 
[Accessed 20/03/24] 

Figure 2.19 Extract from Seller’s 1676 map showing only 

Ashridge Park 

Image in the public domain. 

 Another feature of the map are small circular rings of 

trees marking ponds and marl pits. Marl – nutrient rich clay – 

was dug and spread on fields to improve the quality of the soil. 

Chalk was also dug locally and burnt to produce lime for the 

same purpose. Notably most of the fields across the former 

park are arable in the 18th century, with few pockets of 

pasture. 

 A survey carried out by the Duchy in 1783 highlights the 

problems faced by tenants trying to farm the heavy, flinty-clay 

soils that dominated much of the former park. Four or five 

horses were required to plough the heavy soil, but these ate 

so much fodder that the farms were unable to make a profit. 

Turnips, barley, clover and wheat were all grown in rotation, 

together with peas, vetch and clover, although the latter 

tended to suffer from blight.51 

 To the south of the park, the Grand Union Canal was 

completed in 1798. This is shown on the map, running just 

north of the river. 

51 A. P. Wainwright, G. Marshall and G. Salkeld (2010) Archaeological 
Survey of the Ashridge Estate (Buckinghamshire, Hertfordshire and 
Bedfordshire). Volume 1: Land Use History (p.81). 
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Later development: 19th century development 

Timeline 

Date Event 

1839 Berkhamsted Place occupied by Harriot 
Grimston. Farm tenanted and run by Noah and 
Elizabeth Newman. (Berkhamsted Tithe). Most 
of the former park still under lease to the 
Bridgewater family. 

1840 Lieutenant-General John Finch and his wife 
take over the lease on Berkhamsted Place. 

1862 Duchy of Cornwall sells the estate and former 
park to Lord Brownlow for the sum of 
£144,546. Brownlow already owned Ashridge. 
The castle remains the property of the Duchy 
of Cornwall. 

1863 Lord Brownlow leases the castle from the 
Duchy and uses it as a local events space for 
pageants, fetes and shows. 

1866 Battle of Berkhamsted Common. Lord 
Brownlow attempts to enclose common land 
north of the former park. Eventual court ruling 
enshrines protection of common spaces in law. 

Castle 

 At the beginning of the 19th century the castle was held 

under lease from the Duchy by the Countess of Bridgewater. 

In 1830 Parliament intervened to prevent the proposed 

London to Birmingham railway crossing straight through the 

castle. This was the first Act passed to conserve a historic site 

from damage as part of railway construction. However, 

although the main site was saved the outer barbican was lost 

and is not shown on the 1839 tithe map (Figure 2.20).52 

 Two of the three buildings on the 18th-century estate plan 

are shown as still standing on the tithe. The custodian’s 

cottage is set within its own enclosure (no. 301e) and was 

occupied at the time by George Tarbox.53 The cottage was 

built in the late 17th century, although much modified in the 

late 19th century.54 

 A soup kitchen was built to the west of the cottage 

c.1841. This was financed by the Countess of Bridgewater for 

relief of the poor of Berkhamsted and originally stood separate 

from the cottage. 

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________________  

52 Berkhamsted Castle (undated) 1839: The London & Birmingham 
Railway [Accessed 01/04/24] 
53 Tithe apportionment book. HALS DS SA4/19/1. 

 The land within the bailey is recorded on the tithe as 

‘meadow’ under lease to George Cook and was presumably 

used for grazing. Cook farmed several fields in the former 

parkland. 

Figure 2.20 Berkhamsted tithe 

Hertfordshire Archives and Local Studies (HALS). DSA4/19/1. 

 In 1863, Lord Brownlow took over the lease on the castle 

and used the space to hold local events, pageants, fetes and 

shows. Old photographs and newspaper reports indicate that 

these were often grand events (sometimes attended by 

royalty) that were an important part of the social calendar for 

both local people and aristocratic families in the surrounding 

area. 

 In 1865 improvement work was undertaken at the 

custodian’s cottage. Proximity to the station, coupled with the 

romantic setting of the castle, made the cottage ideally suited 

as additional guest accommodation for those visiting Ashridge 

House. Changes included the additional of a porch (with date 

plate), a store shed, accessed externally attached to the west 

end of the kitchen, and a wrap-around veranda on the east 

side.55 

54 Moir, J. (2022) The Custodian’s Cottage, Berkhamsted Castle: A 
Re-Assessment. Unpublished article. 
55 Ibid (p.54) 
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Figure 2.21 17th century cottage with 19th century soup 

kitchen in the foreground 

Image provided by client. 

Figure 2.22 The same view today 

West range is later and occupies the footprint of the earlier old stable 
and brewhouse. 

 The soup kitchen was substantially(or entirely) rebuilt 

between about 1865-76 when the cottage store shed was 

extended westwards to connect with it. At the same time a 

rear porch and privy were added with narrow doorway and 

lean-to between connecting the porch and soup kitchen.56 

 To the east of the castle, New Road was constructed 

between c.1840 and 1873. This tree-lined avenue ran from the 

western end of White Hill Lane to Berkhamsted Common. 

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________________  

56 Moir, J. (2022) The Custodian’s Cottage, Berkhamsted Castle: A 
Re-Assessment. Unpublished article. 

Berkhamsted Place 

 The 1873 25-inch First Edition Ordnance Survey (OS) 

(Figure 2.23) map shows a greater distinction between the 

main house on the south side of the complex and the farm to 

the north. This was Newhouse Farm, built in 1863 and 

occupied by Dwight. The courtyard arrangement shown on the 

1783 plan had largely disappeared by this stage, the only 

element surviving being Ash House. This remains extant today 

and is a grade II* listed building (NHLE: 1078166). 

Figure 2.23 Layout of Berkhamsted Place 

1873 OS map. Herts sheet XXXIII. National Library of Scotland 
reproduced under CC-BY licence. 

Figure 2.24 Berkhamsted Place c.1932 

Image in the public domain. Ash House on the far right of the picture. 
 

 South of the house was ‘The Great Pasture’ continued to 

provide a parkland setting for the house. To the rear (west) of 

Berkhamsted Place, the 1873 map shows a pleasure garden 

comprising a lawned area studded with trees, and denser area 

of planting to the west, crossed by pathways (Figure 2.26). 

The two formal avenues on the east side of the property, 

remained extant, and the ruinous castle to the east would 
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have also provided the perfect backdrop in the Romantic 

tradition. 

Figure 2.25 Early 19th-century illustration showing the 

grounds of Berkhamsted Place 

Image in the public domain. 

Figure 2.26 Berkhamsted Park 

 
Extract from 1873 OS map. Herts sheet XXXIII. National Library of 
Scotland reproduced under CC-BY licence. 
 

Former park 

 There is little variation in the layout of the fields across 

the parish between the 1839 Berkhamsted tithe map and the 

earlier 1738 estate map. Indeed, overall there is very little 

change in the landscape until the mid-20th century when the 

estate is broken up after sale, the main exception being the 

fields on each side of New Road. 

 The 1839 Tithe map and apportionment book provides 

an important insight into the nature of landuse and tenancy 

across the former park. Fields in the Inner Park were all 

tenanted by Noah Newman. Most of the land in this area was 

cultivated as arable, except for the Great Pasture and land 

around the farmhouse and Berkhamsted Place. Newman also 

leased additional land to the north of the Inner Park boundary. 

 Much of the land on the east side of the former 

medieval park was held by George Cook or William Olney. 

Olney also leased Hunt’s Hill. The Countess of Bridgewater 

was the other major leaseholder. She held the castle and 

associated fields and the Coldharbour Enclosure to the north. 

Hill Farm and surrounding fields were leased by Daniel 

Bedford, Northchurch Farm by George Pratt, and land south of 

the railway by Mary Page. 

 Interestingly, the land immediately east of the castle 

adjoining White Hill, which included Strawberry Close and 

adjacent north to south plots, had already been annexed from 

the Duchy Estate by 1839 and was held under independent 

ownership by the Countess of Bridgewater and Thomas 

Dorrien Esquire. 

Fieldnames 

 Fieldnames are often a useful tool in determining the 

nature of past environments. Names like Ox Close and or Ash 

Lane can be passed down over generation and provide 

evidence of enclosure or woodland long after any visible 

evidence has disappeared. However, some caution needs to 

be exercised in the use of place name evidence. 

 As may be expected of an area brought under 

cultivation as a result of disemparkment, many of 

Berkhamsted field names relate to the size of the land division 

e.g. Six Acres, Eight Acres, Upper 30 Acres. Others may 

provide some clues as to former landuse at the time of 

enclosure (although can also be much later). Some of interest 

are summarised in the table below and illustrated on Figure 

2.27. 

Table 2.1  Berkhamsted fieldnames 

Fields Interpretation 

Water Pond Meadow, Pond Field, Dry Pond Field, 
Well Field, Spring Field. 

Landuse Fold Field (keeping cattle), Great Meadow, 
Great Pasture, Groom’s Close (?) (maybe 
horses). 

Shape or 
landform 

Great Bow Field; Shoulder of Mutton; 
Three-Cornered Close, Bank Field (nr the 
castle), Broken Post Meadow. 

Environment Furze Field, Broom Field, Briar Dell – all 
Coldharbour Enclosure indicating the area 
was rough pasture or heath. 

Stoney Legs, Upper Stoney etc. Cluster of 
names on north-east side of the park. 
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Fields Interpretation 

Sandy Bury. 

White Field (chalk). 

Frith – meaning thin wood, or wood 
pasture. 

Parkland 
features 

Long Parks (Coldharbour), Lodge Field 
(Inner Park), Great Plain, Little Plain (Inner 
Park launds), Gates Close. 

Specific 
floral 

Parsley Field (Coldharbour), Strawberry 
Close, Hop Garden, Little Orchard, Cherry 
Orchard. 

Woodland Lower Birches, Upper Birches, Wood Lane. 

Buildings Great Babs Barn and Little Babs Barn (nr 
Dearne Gate), Barn Close. 

Paths Cart Path Field. 

Unknown 
origin 

Ragged Bess and Ragged Jack, Upper and 
Middle Shot, Pharoah’s Dell, Cranesworth 
Field, Crawley Field. 

 

 As in the 18th century, the majority of the land occupying 

the former park was cultivated as arable, the soils being 

particularly suited to the growing of wheat.57 Improvements in 

farming techniques improved production and crop yield, in 

particular the collection and spreading of manure and 

introduction of chemical fertilizers in the early 19th century. 

Lime was no longer relied on as a fertiliser, and the limekiln 

near Dearne Gate shown on Norden’s survey had already 

disappeared by the late 18th century. The associated chalkpits 

are labelled ‘disused’ on 19th century OS maps. 

 The 19th century also saw improvements in farm layout 

and design, and introduction of the courtyard farm. This 

comprised two or three agricultural ranges positioned around 

a central foldyard where manure was collected for later 

spreading on the fields. Northchurch, Hill Farm, Coldharbour 

Farm, and Berkhamsted Common Farm were all extensively 

modified or rebuilt during this period. Well Farm is first shown 

on the 1897 six-inch OS map. 

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________________  

57 British History Online (1908) Berkhampstead St Peter: Introduction, 
honour, manor and castle, in A History of the County of Hertford: 
Volume 2, (London, 1908) (p.162-171) [Accessed 18/03/24] 

The 20th century changes to the present day 

Timeline 

Date Event 

1901 Frederick Dwight is living at Castle Hill Farm 
(formerly Newhouse Farm). The surrounding 
land becomes Dwight’s Park. 

1901-
1909 

Herts. Imperial yeomanry hold an annual 
training meeting in Dwight’s Park. 

1905-10 Archaeological investigations at the castle. 

1914-19 Inns of Court Regiment establish training 
centre at Berkhamsted. 

1921 Lord Brownlow dies without heir. Castle returns 
to the Duchy. Both Ashridge and Berkhamsted 
estates put up for sale. 

1924 Brigadier General Richard Mildmay Foot 
purchases land around the castle to protect the 
area from development. 

1928 After an appeal the National Trust purchases 
1865 acres of Ashridge for the benefit of the 
nation. 

1929 Castle becomes a Scheduled Monument. 
Under guardianship of the Ministry of Works. 

Captain Ram purchases Berkhamsted Place. 
He is the last private owner of the property as 
a whole. 

1939-45 Several important statues are taken down in 
London and erected at the castle for safe 
keeping. 

1950 Berkhamsted Place converted to flats. 

1954 The Coldharbour Enclosure, Great and Little 
Coldharbour Farms, Northchurch Farm and Hill 
Farm acquired by the National Trust. 

1967 Berkhamsted Place demolished. 
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Castle 

 For much of the 20th century the castle continued to be 

used for fetes, pageants and entertainments. There are 

numerous local newspaper articles, photographs and personal 

accounts of the various events. One of the most memorable 

was the1966 pageant commemorating Berkhamsted’s 

connections with 1066 Norman Conquest. This eight-day 

spectacular is still remembered fondly by people in the town.58 

Archaeological works 

 The first modern archaeological excavation at the castle 

was a three-year programme of work conducted by Canon 

Norman and William Page between 1905 and 1910. A survey 

of the castle was also prepared by the Royal Commission of 

Historic Monuments (RCHM) in 1910. 

 On taking over the management of the castle in 1929, 

the Ministry of Works undertook a programme of landscape 

and conservation works. This included woodland clearance, 

structural consolidation and drainage of the castle ditches. 

The latter was in response to complaints about the stagnant 

water, smell and mosquitoes. The ditches still flood to this day, 

despite repeated attempts to prevent it. This further suggests 

the interpretation of the ditches as a water feature within an 

aesthetic, rather than martial, landscape. 

Figure 2.28 Restoration of the moat c.1930 

Image provided by client. 

 Additional archaeological excavation, structural 

consolidation and recorded works were carried out in the 

1960s and 70s, and plans and elevations of the castle were 

redrawn in 1983. In 2015 the University of Reading sank a 

borehole on top of the bailey to take environmental samples. 

Radio carbon dates from this indicate construction of the 

motte happened after AD689-885 further suggesting a pre-

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________________  

58 During engagement work in preparation of the feasibility report the 
LUC team met some of those involved with the 1966 pageant. 

existing Anglo-Saxon presence on the site. The most recent 

investigation has been a geophysical survey conducted as 

part of the CMP. 

 Results of the survey, and findings of earlier 

excavations and site investigations are discussed in detail in 

the CMP report. 

 The internal layout of the castle remained relatively 

unchanged from the late 19th century until the present day. 

Pageants continued to be held on the site until the 1960s and 

in the same tradition the BCT and English Heritage organise a 

range of outdoor events across the warmer months of the 

year. 

Berkhamsted Place 

 While the castle reached a state of stability by the mid-

20th century, the surrounding area was rapidly changing. 

Construction began on the Castle Hill Estate before the 

Second World War and was well underway by the publication 

of the Third Edition 25-inch OS map in 1947. Bridgewater Rd 

and Castle Hill were both constructed during this period, as 

was Castle Hill Avenue. The latter follows the course of the 

diagonal avenue leading to Berkhamsted Place which is 

shown on earlier maps. The line of the avenue is still 

preserved today, although the trees along the route are later 

replacements.59 Housing development also took place along 

Meadow Road and Egerton Road to the west. 

 Berkhamsted Place was converted to flats in 1950 and 

demolished in 1967, with only part of the northern service wing 

surviving as Ash House. The 1947 OS shows the grounds 

survived largely unaltered from the 19th century to the mid-20th 

century. The landscaped woodland to the rear of Berkhamsted 

Place still survives today, preserving the outline of the earlier 

designed feature. Although the associated network of 

pathways have been largely been lost. 

 During the latter half of the 20th century the Castle Hill 

Housing Estate expanded to cover the Great Pasture and 

adjoining meadow lands. Newhouse Farm, now Castle Hill 

Farm, remains extant, although the layout of the farm complex 

is much modified and all the former farm buildings converted. 

Former park 

Dwight Park 

 At the turn of the 20th century Castle Hill Farm (formerly 

Newhouse Farm) was occupied by Fredrick Dwight and his 

family, and the surrounding land, which included parts of the 

Inner Park, was known as Dwight’s Park. Fredrick and his 

brother William ran one of the largest pheasantries in the 

59 Is the potential that some early specimens may survive. 
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country, raising in the region of 20,000 birds and eggs each 

year for sale in the UK, Europe and the USA.60 

 By 1910 Fredrick and his brother owned 100 properties 

in the local area, and rented several others from Lord 

Brownlow. This included ‘the Peasantries’ to the north-east of 

the castle (now Gutteridge Farm) and Little Heath Great Farm, 

as well as Castle Hill Farm. Although there is no map 

evidence, Dwight Park appears to have stretched north and 

east around the castle, and north-west to encompass the land 

between Well Farm and Castle Hill Farm. East of Gravel Path, 

the peasantry extending from Potten End south-east to 

Bourne End. Such a large area of land was required to raise 

the birds and grown the necessary grain to feed them.61 

 Frederick Dwight opened the park out for various 

events. For several years between 1901 and 1909 the 

Hertfordshire Imperial Yeomanry (HIY) held their annual 

training meet at Dwight Park and photographs from this period 

show rows of tents set out for troops and officers. The field 

north of the castle (later sports pitches) provided and excellent 

parade ground and there was also ample stabling for horses.62 

Figure 2.29 Herts. Imperial Yeomanry training camp at 

Dwight Park c.1906 

Image provided by client. 

First World War training trenches 

 The HIY training events had shown the terrain and 

resources of the Park were idea for staging large-scale 

training events. At outbreak of the First World War, the Inns of 

Court Officer Training Corps (OTC) chose Berkhamsted to set 

up an officer training facility. This was intended to provide men 

with the basic training needed before candidates were given a 

commission. Men stationed at Berkhamsted dug a network of 

training trenches across Berkhamsted and Northchurch 

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________________  

60 Berkhamsted Local History & Museum Society (undated) Dwight’s 
Pheasantries – a long-established Family Business [Accessed 
27/05/24] 
61 Information provided by James Moir. 
62 Buckinghamshire Herald 19th May 1906. 

commons. A block of such trenches is preserved to the west 

of the castle, just south of the Berkhamsted Cricket Club. 

These have recently been designated a scheduled monument 

(NHLE: 1489045) in recognition of their national importance. 

 Over 12,000 officers were trained by the OTC through 

the course of the war.63 A monument to the OTC stands at the 

junction of New Road and Potten End on Berkhamsted 

Common. (NHLE: 1437412). 

Sale of the estate 

 Following the death of Lord Brownlow, the former 

parkland was divided up and sold off in lots and pit up for sale 

in 1924. Based on current land registry evidence, the lots 

largely corelated with the previously tenanted farmsteads, with 

the possible exception of Hunt’s Hill. 

 Changes in agricultural production, particularly the 

widespread use of the tractor and mechanised farming 

equipment, led to the amalgamation of fields across the former 

parkland in the latter half of the 20th century. This had 

considerable impact on the character of the 18th century 

agricultural landscape, resulting in larger prairie fields and the 

loss of many historic hedgerows. The boundary of the Inner 

Park, however, remains largely preserved, as does the 

character of the fields around Northchurch Farm and across 

parts of the Coldharbour Enclosure. 

 The Dwight peasantry continued to flourish until the 

1960s when the business was sold as a going concern to a 

firm in Buckinghamshire.64 

 Housing development in the later 20th century has been 

concentrated on the south side of the former park, extending 

both sides of the Bridgewater Road from Castle Hill Close to 

New Road (B4506), with a further block to the north of Cart 

Horse Lane. East of the castle, a series of villa properties 

were set out in the early 20th century along Gravel Path, with 

infill housing added later. A new estate (Castle Village) has 

also been constructed on the site of Berkhamsted Common 

Farm on Hunt’s Hill. 

63 Berkhamsted Local History & Museum Society (undated) 
Berkhamsted – Home to the Devil’s Own [Accessed 21/03/24] 
64 Berkhamsted Local History & Museum Society (undated) Dwight’s 
Pheasantries – a long-established Family Business [Accessed 
27/05/24] 
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Figure 2.30 Detail from OS map showing early 20th century 

development around the castle 

Surveyed 1938 (published 1947) OS map. Herts sheet XXXIII. 5. 
National Library of Scotland reproduced under CC-BY licence. 

Figure 2.31 Image of the former park dated 2024 showing 

present field layouts 

GoogleEarth. Image © 2024 Maxar Technologies. 

 A further addition to the landscape has been the 

introduction of recreational facilities. Kennels (now 

demolished) were built on the west side of Gravel Lane (north 

of Byways Lane), associated with the increased popularity of 

fox hunting amongst the gentry in the 19th century. In the 

1930s, a sports ground and pavilion occupied an area of land 

north of Brownlow Road. The sports ground has been 

replaced by the school playing fields known as Kitchener's 

Field, and part of the ground also remains occupied by the 

Kitchener’s Bowls Club and tennis courts. On the opposite 

side of the track is the Berkhamsted Cricket Club. 

 Outside the confines of the study area, Berkhamsted 

Golf Club, which first opened in 1890, dominates the southern 

end of what was Berkhamsted Common, bordering the north-

east extent of the former park. 

 Despite changes in the character of the historic 

landscape over the past 350 years, the layout and form of the 

medieval park can still be clearly read in the line of 

boundaries, hedgerows, roads and routeways. As such, it still 

survives as a cohesive historic unit forming part of the setting 

of the medieval castle. 

Themes to explore 

 The changing landscape – how cultivation of the 

former parkland changed the nature of the 

environment. Impact on biodiversity etc. 

 How that has changed over the course of the 

following centuries and fields became larger and 

farming methods changed (loss of hedge trees etc.). 

 How ideas about a designed landscape have 

changed over time. Berkhamsted Place aligned to 

avoid the castle, whereas in the 19th century the 

Castle became a romantic ruin etc. 

 How the landscape sustained the local people of 

Berkhamsted, and changes in this relationship over 

time. How do residents see the landscape today? 

What feelings does it evoke? Is it perceived as 

important? 

 Further research into Dwight Park. In particular to 

understand more about its form and boundaries, and 

when it ceased to be used. 
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 A detailed survey of the former parkland landscape was 

not required as part of the feasibility and options appraisal. A 

general field assessment was made which indicates that while 

scarce, there are a range of surviving features associated with 

the evolution of the park and later agricultural landscape. 

Some of these are discussed below. 

 Further detailed archaeological landscape survey would 

be recommended as part of the development of any future 

proposals. This kind of work would be ideal for local 

volunteers under the guidance and administration of a suitably 

qualified landscape archaeologist. Work should be timetabled 

across the year as some features are best revealed under 

different conditions e.g. earthwork features in winter when 

vegetation is low, and trees and hedges in summer when 

identification of type is easier. 

Parkland boundaries 

Park pale 

 A section of the park pale shown on Norden’s 1612 plan 

stands extant on the north-eastern edge of the study area, 

close to what was Frithsden Gate (NGR: TL 00155 09220). 

This survives as a prominent linear earthwork, standing 

c.0.50-0.80m high. Other smaller sections of the park pale 

could be preserved, although the overall potential is low given 

the extend of later development. 

Figure 3.1 Section of the park pale surviving to the west 

of Well Farm (near Frithsden Gate) 

Double line of earthwork boundaries associated with the Coldharbour 
Enclosure. 

 

-  

Chapter 3   
Surviving Features in the 
Landscape 
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Figure 3.2 Avenue of beech trees 

 

 

 To the east of the castle, the course of the former park 

pale is reflected in a line of beech trees planted along the 

boundary of Strawberry Close and Hunt’s Hill (NGR: SP 

99783 08277). The 1612 plan clearly shows the park pale in 

this location. The beech trees are relatively modern and were 

probably planted in the last century. Nevertheless, they 

preserve the historic layout of the medieval park and form a 

distinctive and attractive landscape feature in their own right. 

Later boundaries features 

 There is a moderate potential for the survival of later 

parkland boundaries. One of the most important is the early 

17th-century Coldharbour Enclosure boundary which can be 

found in woodland to the north of Hill Farm (SP 497800, 

210949). 

Figure 3.3 Coldharbour Enclosure boundary 

Double line of earthwork boundaries associated with the Coldharbour 
Enclosure. 

Historic hedgerows 

 Several historic hedgerows survive in various conditions 

from good to poor. The earliest are shown on Norden’s 1612 

map and clearly pre-date the early 17th century. However, the 

majority date to disemparkment in the early and late 17th 

century, or rationalisation in the 18th century. Depending on 

extent and condition, these would be classified as ‘Important’ 

and protected under 1997 Hedgerows Regulations. 

 The hedgerows provide information not only of land 

division and changing landuse, but also historic management 

practices like hedge laying and coppicing. Further hedgerow 

analysis and classification is recommended as part of any 

future proposal. 

Figure 3.4 Hedgerow on Hunt’s Hill 

Well-maintained hedge follows a historic boundary, although condition 
suggests it has been replanted’. 



 Berkhamsted Castle Deer Park 

May 2024 

 

LUC  I 41 

Figure 3.5 Late 18th/early 19th-century hedgerows 

‘Quickset’ hawthorn hedges at Coldharbour Enclosure, with mature 
hedge tree. 

Figure 3.6 Hedgerow with trees south of Well Farm 

Hedgerow depicted on the 18th century estate map. Trees in 
hedgerows were an important source of timber. 
 

Figure 3.7 Relic hedgerow 

Remains of a poorly preserved plashed hedge. Likely a pre-17th 
century boundary. 

Later parkland features 

 Parkland features post-dating the medieval deer park 

relate to Berkhamsted Place. The area of woodland to the 

north of Gaveston Drive is what remains of the 18th century 

pleasure gardens. Further survey and assessment is required 

to identify any surviving natural and cultural heritage features 

in this area, which might include pathways, boundaries, 

structures and specimen trees. 

Figure 3.8 Remains of the pleasure garden behind 

Berkhamsted Place 

Outline of the pleasure garden woodland survives well. Woodland 
contains non-local species. 

 Evidence of the 17th-century landscape associated with 

Berkhamsted Place includes the line of the diagonal formal 

avenue, and fragments of the Inner Park boundary. 

 There is a moderate potential for further evidence of later 

parkland features across the study, particularly within the 

vicinity of Castle Hill. 

Figure 3.9 Inner Park boundary 

Earthwork boundary with later trees planted above. Marks the west 
boundary of the Inner Park. 
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Woodland management 

 Although scarce, there is evidence of coppicing surviving 

within the study area. Much of this is focused on Castle Hill 

and may be the relic remains of the woodland shown on 

Norden’s map. The only evidence of pollarding found was 

outside the study area on the Castle Hill Estate. Here, the 

method had been used to manage urban trees, which shows 

an interesting modern adaptation of a traditional management 

technique. 

Figure 3.10 Pollarded trees on Castle Hill Avenue 

The trees in this location have a link with the formal avenues of 
Berkhamsted Place. 

Figure 3.11  Coppice stool near Berkhamsted Place 

Evidence of coppicing survives predominately around the periphery of 
the study area. 

Roads and routeways 

 Evidence of several historic routeways is preserved in the 

study area, some dating back to the 17th century or earlier. 

One of the most important is the remains of Haggam Road. 

Shown on the 1783 estate map, this was a rationalisation of 

the earlier medieval route from the castle to Dearne Gate. A 

well-preserved section of the path survives to the south of 

Well Farm (NGR: 499750, 209000). 

Figure 3.12 Preserved section of Haggam Road 

The road led from the castle to Dearne Gate. It is first shown on the 
1783 estate map but follows the course of the older medieval route on 
the east side of the park. 

 New Road, constructed in the mid-19th century, is a key 

later feature. The distinctive tree-lined road is visible from a 

considerable distance across the former park and helps 

orientate people within the landscape. 

Figure 3.13 The tree-lined New Road 
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